Abstract
INTRODUCTION
Hydatidosis is an important worldwide zoonotic disease caused by larval stages (metacestodes) of tapeworm parasites of the genus Echinococcus. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Natively reared donkeys from Fayoum
Governorate aged between 3-33 years of age slaughtered at Giza zoo, Egypt were examined for Identification of dead scolices was done by mixing 1% aqueous eosin solution; living protoscoleces did not take up the stain, unlike the dead ones (Fig.   2D ). The rate of fertile cysts was found to be 7 out of 24 (29%) in donkeys while 13 (54%) were sterile cysts and 4 (16.7%) cysts was calcified. By investigation of their viability, 5 cysts were viable (71%) ( Table 1) 
